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neither their heads nor their Tiands about the matter, and sent
not a single combatant to swell the ranks of this or that party.
Hereon 'Othman and 'Alee each despatched messengers to the
chiefs of Djebel-Akhdar, and the Bfitmah, requesting to know
on which side they meant to declare themselves, and which
of the contending factions might hope for the support of their
numerous troops. Here I must, in parenthesis, remind my
readers that I am not pretending to give a history of critical
exactness, namely, one founded on authentic records and the
certain testimony of documents; I simply relate what exists in
local tradition by word of mouth and in writings of comparatively
late compilation; telling the tale as I had it from the inhabitants
of the country, and consequently with no higher claim on circum-
stantial belief than rny narrators themselves. Were I indeed
asked my own private opinion, it would be that the main outline
of facts is probably correct, whatever ornamental superstructure
Arab imagination may have added to the original and narrower
ground-plan. Why we may, without wronging our own discern-
ment, attribute a* somewhat higher value to local and popular
tradition here than elsewhere, I have already stated in a cor-
responding remark prefixed to the history of the Wahhabee
dynasty.

^ To proceed, the respective messengers of the rival caliphs,
who had come together on their long journey in peaceful
fellowship, with a courtesy worthy of Astolpho and Bradamante
themselves, were presented at the same time before the great
national congress at Bahilah, the ancient capital of the land.
There they delivered their summons, and received from the
nobles of 'Oman the most sensible of all answers, namely, a
curse on both the factions with their leaders inclusively, and a
declaration that 'Omfm had nothing to do either with them or
their quarrels.

Such a reply, however just and expedient, could hardly meet
with the merited applause from 'Alee and 'Othman. The latter,
however, and with him his lieutenants and successors in the
cause, Ma'owiah, and his kin? was too far separated from 'Oman
by distance of space and by other more pressing occupations, to
be able to take much practical notice of the affront. But 'Alee,
whose centre of strength and military action lay much nearer